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Congratulations:
Class 5 have been very busy and working hard this half term, they should all give
themselves a pat on the back for returning to school in September with so much
enthusiasm for their learning.
Special congratulations to our Stars of the Week, recipients of the school kindness
trophy, Super Spellers and the children who have travelled through the Class Solar
System journeying to new planets in Planet Maths. Keep up the great work Class 5!

Wh at ha ve w e been doing this term ?
When I sat down to think about what I
should include in this first class newsletter, I decided to make a list and
was amazed by how much we had learnt
together in only 8 weeks.
We started our year together exploring the book “Here We Are,” with the
children considering life on our planet
and what it is like to be a resident of
the Earth. We then moved on to touring our Solar System in our ’To the
Stars’ topic.
During this space focused topic, we
have investigated the difference between rotation and revolution as well
as how the Moon and the Earth move
relative to the Sun. The children identified the different phases of the
Moon and made Moon viewers to bring
home. They can now tell you the difference between a waxing gibbous and
a waning crescent. Why not moon gaze
with them and challenge your child to
tell you which phase of the Moon you
can see.

We completed our space topic by using
fruit to identify the relative sizes and
distances of the planets in the Solar
System. Who knew space could be
turned into a fruit salad?
From space, we have travelled back in
time to visit the civilization of Ancient
Greece. Did you know that Nike trainers are named after the Greek goddess of victory or that your Hermes
delivery is linked to the Greek messenger of the gods?
So far, in this topic, the children have
explored the legacy of the Ancient
Greeks and where this civilization fits
in history. We have also learnt about
how Ancient Greece was governed and
practiced democracy to elect our class
school council representative. Class 5
can describe the differences between
Athens and Sparta and explain which
state they would have preferred to
live in and why.

Coming up in No vemb er and Dec ember.
Ancient Greeks — We will continue with
our topic and explore every day life in
Ancient Greece. We will finish this
topic by looking at Ancient Greek religion and architecture and are hoping to
Zoom with the British Museum for a
tour of Greek temples.

Shackleton’s Expedition to the Antarctic and his attempt to reach the South
Pole. This topic includes an examination
of forces including an investigation into
the effect of gravity. We will explore
air and water resistance and how we can
overcome some of these forces using
levers and pulleys. The children will conPoles Apart—Our final topic of the Autumn Term will be Poles Apart. During tinue to explore the world and learn
this topic the children will learn about about time zones.

Let’s Share a Prayer
So many shades of gold
Autumn
Another miracle we take for granted
Another expression of the artist's vision
The blending of the autumn hues
with the setting sun
Warm
Comforting
Perfect
Thank you for autumn, Lord
https://www.faithandworship.com/

Our History Matters
We have been celebrating Black History Month during October. This has
provided us with the opportunity to
learn about historical heroes who we
may not have heard about before. In
Class 5 we have discussed the contributions of Katherine Johnson,
Mae Jemmison and Neil DeGrasse
Tyson, to our knowledge of theSolar
System and, to space travel. The
children have been particularly surprised about the work of Mary Seacole during the Crimean War and
how she saved the lives of so many
soldiers.
We are particularly lucky in Class 5
that we were able to choose the
Caribbean to commemorate for our
Poppy Art this year. We have found
out how the West Indies Regiment
played an important role in the First
World War and that people left the
safety of their islands to fight in
the trenches. Class 5 have been participating in a history competition to
identify history heroes. The winners
will be announced shortly, it has
been a difficult choice, the children
have been very persuasive.

Exploring new music; we have listened to Ella Fitzgerald, Bob
Marley, Emily Sande and Chuck Berry.
Making Moon viewers to identify the phases of the
Moon.

Investigating the sizes and distances of the planets in our
Solar System in relation to the Sun.

Learning about the role of the West Indies Regiment in the First World War.

We kicked off our Ancient Greeks topic by learning about the
myth of Pandora’s Box and acting out the story. We have also
been making our own music using Garage Band. Class 5 are very
talented!

